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rather delightful, but he didn't seem to think so.
They must be rather a foolish pair of birds. I dp
hope they'll be able to rear thek family in safety. I
have visions of the young ones falling into sauce-
pans of boiling soup.
I very much -wanted to ask cook to save me any
blue jay feathers which may flutter down the
chimney, but I felt that in order to get them he
would as likely as not kill the birds.
He is rather a sinister Moslem, dignified and
good-looking, and an excellent cook when he wants
to be. He has had two wives, who are now dead,
and two now living with him in the compound, but
no children. The bearer tells us that he's a great
gambler: I have always thought he would have made
an excellent soldier, which is perhaps very much the
same thing.
I was touched to see the gardener's arrangement
of flowers. On the dining-room table was the
Malay silver bowl with six roses, all their stalks
exactly the same length, sticking straight up in the
leaden holder in the middle, in a prim, uncomfort-
able way; and on the mantelpiece in the drawing-
room two small vases of balsams squeezed in
tightly, only their heads peering out, looking
anxious and half suffocated.
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